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and it is a matter of regret to me that I am unable to ap-
point your grandson District Attorney of the District of
Columbia as you request. If I felt that I conscientiously
could do so with due regard to the interest of the Govern-
ment and of the people of the District I should be really
pleased. We have had difficulty in the office and I have
directed the choice to be made with peculiar care to obtain
the best man possible. With all these quasi judicial or
legal positions I am obliged to exercise peculiar care."

Amid all the duties that crowded upon Eoosevelt in 1905
he found time to indulge his love of reading and to conduct
a voluminous correspondence with all sorts of people on
all sorts of subjects. While he was busy arranging the
Busso-Japanese Conference he was reading and absorbing
a book which carried him back into the 13th Century, after-
wards writing, on July 11, to the French Ambassador, M.
Jusserand, this learned criticism of its contents:

"I read Cahun's 'Turks and Mongols' with such thor-
oughness and assiduity that at the end it was dangling out
of the covers, and I have sent it to Washington to have it
bound, with directions to deliver it to you.

"I am very much obliged to you for loaning it to me,
and I have been immensely interested in it. It is extraor-
dinary how little the average European historian has
understood the real significance of the immense Mongol
movement of the 13th Century and its connection with the
previous history of the Turks, Mongols, and similar
peoples. Until I read Cahun I never understood the se-
quence of cause and effect and never appreciated the his-
toric importance of the existence of the vast, loosely-bound
Turkish power of the 5th and 6th centuries and of its
proposition to unite with the Byzantines for the overthrow
of the Persians. Moreover, it is astounding that military
critics have given so little space to, or rather have totally
disregarded, the extraordinary Mongol campaigns of the
13th Century.

"I doubt if the average military critic so much as knows